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She also gave herself much practice in composition
during these years between her return from school and
her marriage. Her part in the preparation of the program
for the club had led her into the problem of organizing
literary materials. She had a great love for beautiful
language used with exactness, and she had a rare sense
of the value of discipline. An article entitled " Personal
Reminiscences of Henry Clay," published in the Century
for September, I8Q5,1 shows a fine skill in the selection
of material, in objective use of facts, in which she had
naturally a personal interest, and in vivid statement.
Some of her manuscripts of this period were not published,
but were laid aside and served as the basis for later
speeches or reports. One in particular, entitled the
"Passing of the Home," written first perhaps in 1894,
contained the thesis which she later supported with such
convincing force in her paper entitled "A Mother's
Sphere/' prepared for the Political Science Committee
of the General Federation of Women's Clubs.

Among the older companions of those days in whose
society she always delighted was her aunt, Magdalen,
for whom she was named, who made her home for a
great part, of the time at Ashland. "Aunt Mag," as
she was familiarly called by the younger members of
the family of all degrees of kinship, was also interested in
all kinds of things. She loved beauty in all things, but
especially she was interested in architecture and painting.
Her health was feeble and, born in 1829, she was no longer
young. But she delighted in all the exquisite ways and all
the flashing eagerness of her young niece. It was lovingly
written of her when she died December 27, 1918:
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